Important Information to Help you Succeed in

Mrs. Cato’s Class
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First and foremost, I am here to help you.  The smartest people in the world as questions; that is why they are so smart!

You will be in my class for one or two periods every day.   I am looking forward to getting to know you.  In this class we work as a team and you will be expected to act as part of our team to make this year successful

What to bring with you every day to Language Arts Block:
1. A library book (novel) or something appropriate to read.  

2. Your binder.

3. Your planner.

4. Your supplies.  You will need glue and scissors almost every day.

What do I do when I come to class?

1. Copy your assignments from the assignment board into your planner.

2. Quickly pick up your spiral/journal and complete the FOCUS activity on the white board.  This will be done every day and will be a weekly grade.
3. Begin reading silently until given further instructions.  When the bell rings everyone should be writing in their journal or reading, not talking.  

4. Be on time!
What are Mrs.Cato’s class rules?
1. Be respectful.

2. Be responsible.

3. Be kind.

4. Adhere to the rules in the Student Handbook and the Student Code of Conduct.

What is SSR?

SSR means sustained Silent Reading.


Sustained=

Silent =

Reading =

1. SSR does account for part of  your grade. 

2. SSR will be every FRIDAY.  You will need to bring something to read every day, though.
3. If you do not participate, or are not prepared, you will receive a zero.

4. Use the restroom before class, as you will not be allowed to go during SSR unless it is an emergency.

What am I allowed to read during SSR?

1. You may read anything you choose, as long as it is appropriate.  

Mrs. Cato has the authority to decide what is/is not appropriate

at any time.

2. Make sure to bring enough reading material for the entire class period, or you will have to reread what you brought.

What is RAH?

1. “RAH” means Reading at Home.
2. You will be expected to read for 100 minutes per week.

3. Your reading will be assigned to you on Friday, so you can have the weekend to read.  If you are busy, plan ahead!

4. RAH is due the Friday after it is assigned.

5. Your parent/caregiver must sign your reading log in order for you to receive credit. 
6. Forged signatures will result in a zero in RAH for the six weeks grading period.  Your parents will be contacted and an office referral will be given.

7. Two weeks of missed RAH will result in a D-Hall.

8. Extra credit can be earned by reading extra RAH minutes.

*10 extra minutes = 1 extra credit point
What is a RAH Challenge?

1. Along with your RAH, you will be expected to turn in three (3) RAH Challenges every week.  

2. Challenge entries are to be written in your RAH journal.

3. Challenge entries must be well-written and thoughtful.  Last-minute, thoughtless  entries may not be accepted.

When are book reports due?

1. You will be assigned one book report each six weeks, beginning the second six weeks.
2. You will be given plenty of notice when your reports are due.
What do I do if I am absent?
1. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed in class.

2. Check the calendar by the door to see what you missed, and then check the “Absent” board for your name.  Missing work will be taped on the board for you to pick up.

3. For every day you are absent, you have one day to make up your work.

What if my work is late?


1.  No late work will be accepted.

 
2.  All missing work must still be turned in, but will not receive a grade.

3.  If you do not turn in a weekly assignment two weeks in a row, you will receive a d-hall.

Restroom/Water Breaks

1. Use the restroom and get a drink before class.

2.  If you have an emergency, take your planner to the restroom, as it is your hall pass.  Write the time you leave class and where you are going. I will initial it before you leave.  If it is a true emergency, I can initial it when you return.
How much homework will I have?
1. You will have RAH every week.  Plan ahead and figure out how much you need to read every night.

2. Every week you will have vocabulary homework.

3. Every week you will have spelling homework.

4.  You will have a reading passage every week that your parents must sign.

5.Book reports are due at the end of every six weeks.  Plan ahead!

6.If you have any homework other than #1-5, you may be choosing not be on task in class.  Any unfinished work will be homework.

What should my behavior look like in this class?

1. Misbehavior will not be tolerated.  Everyone has the same right to learn, and that will not happen if anyone misbehaves.
2.  In case of a serious discipline issue, your parents will be called immediately and you will be sent to the principal’s office.  An automatic

“N” will be given on your report card in “conduct.”  This may affect any extracurricular activities you may wish to participate in next year.

3.   If you misbehave, you will be given a  warning.  Your second offense will result in the D-Hall.  Your parents will be notified every time you receive a D-Hall.

4.   If the behavior continues, your parents will be asked to have a conference with the principal, teacher and yourself.
5.  In-school Suspension (ISS) and Saturday School may be consequences of misbehavior.

6.  If another teacher is team-teaching with Mrs. Cato, you will be respectful to that teacher as well. 

Detention Halls (D-Halls)

1. D-Halls are assigned every Tuesday and Thursday from 3:15-3:45 p.m.  

2. If you participate in after-school activities, you will need to be on your best behavior because D-Hall times are non-negotiable.

3.  If you skip D-Hall, you will be assigned a 5:00 D-Hall.
Conduct Grades

1.  Along with percentage grades, students at CTMS are assigned a conduct grade in every class on every report card (every six weeks).  
2.  This conduct grade may be considered when looking at placement in band classes, athletics, and other extra-curricular activities. It can even effect if you will be allowed to participate on field trips.

3.  Conduct grades in this class are based on a warning system.  Warnings may be given if you are tardy, unprepared for class, misbehave, etc. 

4.  Conduct grades will be based on the following:


E (Excellent) = 0, 1 or 2 warnings


S (Satisfactory) = 3 or 4 warnings


N (Needs improvement) = 5 or more warnings or 1 serious incident

Warnings will be issued for the following offenses:

· interrupting

· missing supplies

· rude/disrespectful behavior

· gum, candy, food, drink

· off-task

· tardy

What is the grading policy?


25% - daily work


25% -  homework


 5% -   class participation


25% -  quizzes


20% -  tests

How is daily work and homework calculated?


You will begin each six weeks with 100% in daily work and homework.  We will check these assignments in class and a grade will be based on the scale below.  Only one daily grade and one homework grade will be given each six weeks, as this grade is cumulative.
√+
Perfect paper  =  Adds 1 point to your daily/HW grade

100%

√
Mostly correct  =  Daily/HW grade remains the same

75 - 99%

​        √        Partially correct  =   Subtracts 3 points from your daily/HW grade
                       60 – 74%
X        Mostly incorrect/not turned in- Subtracts 5 points from your daily/HW grade
           0 – 59%
Where can I find?

· Bathroom pass 

· Kleenex

· Stapler

· 3-hole punch

· Tape

· Pencil Sharpener

· No-name work

· Lost and found

· Books to borrow

· Dictionaries/Thesaurus
· Where to turn in work

· Interactive Reader (IR), Literature book, vocabulary book, spiral notebook for class
· Supplies to borrow

· Trashcan/recycling

· Construction paper scraps
· Book orders

When will it be my turn to read in the reading corner?

1. A calendar will be on the wall with the assigned names of those students that have a turn to read in the reading corner

2. Everyone will get to read in the reading corner.

3. There is a no-tolerance policy in regards to the reading corner.  If you talk, you’re out!  If you misbehave, you’re out!

How do I know if Mrs. Cato needs my attention?

1. When Mrs. Cato is talking, I should be listening.

2. If the lights go out, I need to stop talking and listen.

3. If Mrs. Cato says, “Hands up!” then I need to stop whatever I am doing, stop talking, and listen.

4. If Mrs. Cato counts backwards from five to zero, I need to stop and listen.
What is a “No Zeroes” party?

1. Everyone that has everything turned in at the end of every six weeks will be invited to the “No Zeroes” party.  In other words, everyone that has no zeroes in the grade book gets to come.

2. The party is up to my discretion.  It may include eating popcorn and juice during SSR, it may be eating in the classroom with me (and I bring dessert!), or many other things.  

